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West Berkshire Council Individual Decision 28 May 2009 

Individual Executive Member Decision 
 
 

Title of Report: Nominations for Representation to 
Outside Bodies 

Report to be considered 
by: Graham Jones as an Individual Executive Member Decision 

Date on which Decision 
is to be taken: 28 May 2009 

Forward Plan Ref: ID1723 
 
Purpose of Report: 
 

To consider nominations from the Conservative and 
Liberal Democrat Group for representation on Outside 
Bodies. 

Recommended Action: 
 

That the leader of the Council appoints 
representatives to the Outside Bodies as detailed on 
the attached Appendix A. 

Reason for decision to be 
taken: 
 

The Council is required to make and re-new appointments 
to certain Outside Bodies on an annual basis. 

Other options considered: 
 

None 

Key background 
documentation: 

None 

 
 
Portfolio Member Details 
Name & Telephone No.: Councillor Graham Jones 
E-mail Address: gjones@westberks.gov.uk 
 

Contact Officer Details 
Name: Moira Fraser 
Job Title: Democratic Services Manager 
Tel. No.: 01635 519045 
E-mail Address: mfraser@westberks.gov.uk 
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Implications 
 
Policy: The proposals outlined in this report are not in contradiction 

to any of the Council’s existing policies, including those 
outlined in the Council Plan. 

Financial: The possible payment of travelling and subsistence claims. 

Personnel: None 

Legal/Procurement: None 

Environmental: None 

Partnering: None 

Property: None 

Risk Management: None 

Community Safety: None 

Equalities: These Outside Bodies promote Social Inclusion in line with 
the Council’s Equalities Strategy. 

 
 
Consultation Responses 
 
Members:  

Leader of Council: Graham Jones 

Overview & Scrutiny 
Commission Chairman: 

Brian Bedwell - has nothing to add. 

Policy Development 
Commission Chairman: 

N/a 

Ward Members: N/a 

Opposition 
Spokesperson: 

Jeff Brooks 

Local Stakeholders: The Outside Bodies 

Officers Consulted: Andy Day, David Holling, Robin Steel, Jo Naylor 

Trade Union: Not consulted 
 
Is this item subject to call-in.  Yes:   No:   

If not subject to call-in please put a cross in the appropriate box: 
The item is due to be referred to Council for final approval  
Delays in implementation could have serious financial implications for the Council  
Delays in implementation could compromise the Council’s position   
Considered or reviewed by OSC or associated Task Groups within preceding 6 
months 

 

Item is Urgent Key Decision  
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Supporting Information 
 
1. Background 

1.1 The Council is required to appoint representatives to the Outside Bodies listed in 
Appendix A on an annual basis. 

 
1.2 We have also received a request from the Pang, Kennet and Lambourn 

Countryside Projects to appoint an elected member on their steering group. The 
aim of the group is to enhance and protect the natural beauty of the Pang, Kennet 
and Lambourn valleys and to help people appreciate the countryside. The steering 
group will hold at least four ordinary meetings each year. The Constitution is 
attached as Appendix B. 

 

Appendices 
 
Appendix A - List of nominations for appointment to Outside Bodies 
 
Appendix B - Pang, Kennet and Lambourn Countryside Projects Constitution 
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APPENDIX A 

Nominations for Representation to Outside Bodies 1

  
Body Description No. of reps 

required 
Nominations Agreed 

 
ACTVaR 

Members to act as members of the 
Association of Councils of the 
Thames Valley Region 

 
2 (+ 2 subs) 

 
Graham Jones 
Pamela Bale 

Alan Law 
Royce Longton 

 

 

 
LGA General 
Assembly 

Forum re-considers strategic policy 
of national significance to Local 
Government.  

 
3 (Members) 

Graham Jones 
Joe Mooney 
Jeff Brooks 

 

LGA Rural 
Commission 

To provide a forum within the LGA 
for member authorities with an 
interest in rural affairs. 

 
1 + 1 sub 
(Member) 

Marcus Franks 
Royce Longton 

 

Pang, Kennet & 
Lambourn 
Valleys 
Countryside 
Projects 

To enhance and protect the beauty 
of the Pang, Kennet and Lambourn 
Valleys and to help people 
appreciate the countryside 

1 + 1 sub 
(Member) 

Marcus Franks 
Royce Longton 
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Individual Executive Member Decision 
 
 

Title of Report: 
Representation on Outside Bodies – 
Royal Berkshire Fire Authority and 
Thames Valley Police Authority 

Report to be considered 
by: Graham Jones as an Individual Executive Member Decision  

Date on which Decision 
is to be taken: 28 May 2009 

Forward Plan Ref: ID1725 
 
Purpose of Report: 
 

To consider West Berkshire Council nominations to 
the Royal Berkshire Fire Authority and Thames Valley 
Police Authority. 
 

Recommended Action: 
 

To agree the Council’s representation on the Royal 
Berkshire Fire Authority and Thames Valley Police 
Authority 

Reason for decision to be 
taken: 
 

The Council is required to make appointments to certain 
Outside Bodies on an annual basis 

Other options considered: 
 

None 
 

Key background 
documentation: 

None. 

 
 
Portfolio Member Details 
Name & Telephone No.: Councillor Graham Jones 
E-mail Address: gjones@westberks.gov.uk 
 

Contact Officer Details 
Name: Moira Fraser 
Job Title: Democratic Services Manager 
Tel. No.: 01635 519045 
E-mail Address: mfraser@westberks.gov.uk 
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Implications 
 
Policy: None 

Financial: Councillors are entitled to claim travel and subsistence 
allowances for attendance at these meetings. This can be 
met from within existing budgets. 

Personnel: None 

Legal/Procurement: None 

Environmental: None 

Partnering: None 

Property: None 

Risk Management: None 

Community Safety: None 

Equalities: Not required 
 
Consultation Responses 
 
Members:  

Leader of Council: Graham Jones - no amendments required 

Overview & Scrutiny 
Commission Chairman: 

Brian Bedwell - has nothing to add to the report 

Policy Development 
Commission Chairman: 

N/a 

Ward Members: N/a 

Opposition 
Spokesperson: 

Jeff Brooks - no amendments required 

Local Stakeholders: Royal Berkshire Fire Authority and Thames Valley Police 

Officers Consulted: Andy Day, David Holling, Corporate Board, Robin Steel, Jo 
Naylor 

Trade Union: Not consulted 
 
 
Is this item subject to call-in.  Yes:   No:   

If not subject to call-in please put a cross in the appropriate box: 
The item is due to be referred to Council for final approval  
Delays in implementation could have serious financial implications for the Council  
Delays in implementation could compromise the Council’s position   
Considered or reviewed by OSC or associated Task Groups within preceding 6 
months 

 

Item is Urgent Key Decision  
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Supporting Information 
 
1. Background 

1.1 Background – Royal Berkshire Fire Authority 

1.2 Five Members of the Council are required to serve as Members of the Royal 
Berkshire Fire Authority. Members are responsible for setting the Fire and Rescue 
Service operating budget and determining how the service is run. The Authority 
comprises 25 local councillors appointed by the six unitary authorities in the county: 
Bracknell Forest Borough Council (3 seats); Reading Borough Council (4 seats); 
Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead (4 seats); Slough Borough Council (3 
seats); West Berkshire Council (5 seats) and Wokingham District Council (5 seats). 

 
1.3 Appointments to the Royal Berkshire Fire Authority are made on a proportionality 

basis based on the electoral roll. 
 
1.4 At the Executive meeting held on 17 May 2007, it was agreed that the decision 

regarding Member representation would be delegated to Councillor Graham Jones, 
Leader of Council and Councillor Jeff Brooks, Leader of the Opposition.  

 
1.5 The Leader of Council and Leader of the Opposition, working through their Group 

Executives, agreed that representation would be split 4-1 for the first two years of 
Council (2007-09) and 3-2 for the subsequent two years (2009-11).  

 
1.6 The current representatives are Councillors Jeff Brooks, Paul Bryant, Adrian 

Edwards, Geoff Findlay and Emma Webster. 
 
1.7 Meetings of the Royal Berkshire Fire Authority take place in the evenings, on a 

quarterly basis, at various venues in the County. 
 
1.8 Councillors Owen Jeffery, Jeff Brooks, Emma Webster, Paul Bryant and Adrian 

Edwards have expressed an interest in representing West Berkshire Council on the 
Royal Berkshire Fire Authority. 

 
1.9 On the 27 April 2009 West Berkshire Council’s Monitoring Officer received a 

request from the Royal Berkshire Fire Authority ‘to have greater certainty in its 
membership’ and they therefore requested that the Council ‘consider making those 
appointments for a period of 4 years or, if this is unacceptable, for such period as 
your authority determines’. Officers have considered this request and suggest that 
the Council align the appointment to the Council’s election cycle. It is therefore 
proposed that the Councillors be appointed until May 2011 and that subsequent 
appointments be made for four year periods in line with local elections. These 
longer term appointments will be at the discretion of the Leader of the Council and 
will be reviewed if required. 

 
2. Background - Thames Valley Police Authority 

2.1 The Thames Valley Police Authority (TVPA) consists of 19 members, of whom 10 
are elected Members (one each from the six Berkshire unitaries, Milton Keynes and 
Buckinghamshire County Council and two from Oxfordshire County Council). The 
membership of the TVPA is the responsibility of the TVPA Joint Committee, who 
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must have regard to the political balance across the Thames Valley area (based 
upon the total number of council seats held by each party). Should the Joint 
Committee decide that a change in membership of the TVPA is required the normal 
practice is for the Joint Committee to invite local authorities to nominate a 
representative who meets with the requirement for political balance. 

 
2.2 The Joint Committee meet again in June 2009 to review the composition of the 

TVPA, taking account of any changes as a result of the local elections. 
 
2.3 The current West Berkshire representative is Councillor Anthony Stansfeld.  
 
2.4 Councillors Anthony Stansfeld has expressed an interest in continuing to represent 

West Berkshire Council on the Thames Valley Police Authority. 
 
3. Conclusion 

3.1 That Members appoint representatives to the Royal Berkshire Fire Authority and 
Thames Valley Police as noted above.  

 
3.2 That the term of office for the Royal Berkshire Fire Authority be agreed in line with 

paragraph 1.9 

Appendices 
 
Appendix A - Letter from Royal Berkshire Fire Authority dated 27 April 2009 
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